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What is the DFG? 

Germany’s central, self-governing research funding organisation 

DFG - German Research Foundation 

 It is the central research funding organisation in 

Germany; 

 The DFG provides funding for research in 

universities and non-university research 

institutions 

 Has administrative autonomy and works according 

to the “bottom-up” principle 

 Serves all branches of science and the humanities  
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How does the DFG support international cooperation? 

Beijing (2000) Washington (2002) Moscow (2003) 

São Paulo (2011) 

New Dehli (2006) 

New York (2007) Tokyo (2009) 

Through its representative and liaison offices abroad 
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How does the DFG support international cooperation? 

São Paulo (2011) 

Through its representative and liaison offices abroad 

 The office serves as a contact point for 

researchers in Latin America; 

 Mantains strategic partnerships with 

foreign funding organizations;  

 Develops joint funding possibilities for 

international collaboration; 

 Promotes cooperation by organizing 

activities and events. 

Dr. Christina Peters, director since 2020 
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What we are funding…. 

► Joint collaboration with Germany-based 

researcher within a bilateral project 

 

► Instruments that enable you to carry out 

research in Germany 
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► If you would like to work with a 

researcher in Germany, the DFG can 

co-fund the project together with its 

partner organizations 

worldwide 

    

Possibilities to cooperate with German researchers within  

a bilateral project 
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Opportunities for Collaboration in Brazil 

Joint funding for bilateral projects 

CAPES (since 1995) 

CNPq (since 2007) 

FAPESP (since 2006) 

FAPEMIG (since 2009 LoI / since 2011 MoU) 

FAPERJ (since 2014) 

Principle of matching funds 
by DFG and the partner 

organization 
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DFG Funding Opportunities 

Student assistant 

in an RTG/GSC 

BA/MA Doctorate 
Postdoc 

period 

Achieving 

eligibility for 

tenure 

Preparing for a 

scientific mgmt. 

position 

Professorship or 

other scientific 

mgmt. position 

Student assistant 

in a DFG project 

Position or 

fellowship in an  

RTG/GSC 

Position in a  

DFG project 

Position in a  

DFG project 

Position in a  

DFG project 

Position in a  

DFG project 

Temp. principal 

investigator 

position 

Walter Benjamin 

Programme 

Temp. principal 

investigator 

position 

Temp. principal 

investigator 

position 

Walter Benjamin 

Programme 

Walter Benjamin 

Programme 

Emmy Noether 

Programme 

Heisenberg 

professorship 

Heisenberg 

fellowship 

Professorship in 

a Research Unit 

Professorship in 

a Clinical Res. 

Unit 
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Working in a DFG-funded project 

►  Who? PhD students and Postdocs 

►  Where?  At a German research institute 

►  How long?  Depends on project duration 

►  How much? Salaried position 

 Share of consumables, personnel, equipment 

►  How to apply? The PI of the project applies for funding – 

 Contact the PI before submission or after 

 approval of funding 
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DFG Funding Opportunities 
Positions or Fellowships in a DFG-Funded Research Training Group 
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DFG Funding Opportunities 
Searching for a Position 

Introduction to the German Research Foundation (DFG) and its funding opportunities for bilateral collaboration  

Raquel Nascimento, DIA DA ALEMANHA NA UFABC 



DFG Funding Opportunities 

► Researchers of all disciplines who have completed their 

scientific training 

(= hold a doctorate) and 

● who want to carry out their own research project 

at a German research institution.  

► No age limit! 

    

Who is eligible to apply?  
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Walter Benjamin Programme 

► For early postdocs starting a research career  

with an independent research project  

► Supporting mobility: applicants should move on to 

a new host institution, either in Germany or 

abroad – or combining stays at different places 

► At an institution in Germany, a host researcher 

agrees to advise the grantee on his or her 

research career and to introduce him or her to 

academic networks  

An acceptance letter from an university is 

necessary 
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DFG Funding Opportunities 
Temporary position for principal investigators (Eigene Stelle) 

► Who? Postdocs 

► Where?  At a German research institute 

 (host becomes employer) 

► How long?  Max. 3 years (renewable) 

► How much? Salaried position   

 + Project funds for  

● consumables 

● instrumentation 

● personnel 

● travel costs etc. 

 

►  How to apply? To the DFG 

 

An acceptance letter from an university is 

necessary 
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Thank you for your attention! 
 

Further information 

► DFG: www.dfg.de/latinamerica 

      www.dfg.de/es  

 

For general questions on programmes for research careers: 

info-nachwuchs@dfg.de 

 

Contact: raquel.nascimento@dfg.de latinamerica@dfg.de  
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